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duced into the pleadings before them. It is
also an illustration of the character of Athenian
laws that, among the offences tried by them,
idleness, which no doubt they accounted the
" root of all evil," was one. At Athens it was
those only who had pre-eminently deserved
well of their country, not the idle, or the
improvident, who wore maintained at the
public charge and at tho Prytaneum.

The period during which this Court held its
sessions on the " Hill of Mars " was long indeed,
if, as tho Athenians asserted, it had continued
from the time of Cecrops. It was Pericles
himself who diminished its authority, and
indirectly relaxed the severity of its morals ;
an injury greater, it is probable, than that
which he did his countrymen by involving
them in the Peloponnesian war, and one which
justifiesthe well-knownaphorisnijtliatthe greatest
statesmen, next to those who build up their
country's institutions, are commonly those who
undermine them* One cannot help regretting
that it was not before that Court,